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Pandemic Flu Guideline 

Pandemic flu 

The data from the Pandemic flu guideline will be picked up by the flu audits.   

Currently practices in England can go to the HPA web site and enter the results from 

the Seasonal Flu Vaccine Uptake audit each month. HPA have extended their web site 

to cover also reporting for the Pandemic Flu Vaccine Uptake audit (available to users 

shortly).  

From DLM 296, Vision will automatically take the results of these two flu vaccine 

uptake audits and send the report to the HPA without any user intervention. Practices 

will no longer have to enter the results manually. This will be done to a schedule set 

out by HPA; generally this is weekly on a Monday and monthly on the Monday 

following the end of each month. The reporting period is September to January for 

Seasonal flu and initially October to March for Pandemic flu, although this may be 

extended to 12 months. This is for English Practices. 

NHS Scotland have requested that their practices supply the same two reports for 

these vaccines on the same schedule as England. This will also happen automatically 

for all Scottish practices, with the report being sent to the eLinks application for 

onward transmission to the HPS team (as for the recent Swine Flu Extract report). 

Practices in any country are not obliged to use the automatic extract and can delete 

the reporting category of the audits to stop the report from being sent to HPA or 

HPS. 

Practices in Wales and N Ireland are not required to supply the results of these 

audits to any central agency that INPS are aware of. However they can still use them 

for their own purposes. 

Both of these audits will be generated daily in Clinical Audit, like the nGMS Contract 

audit (if you have daily generation enabled). 

 

Note that the terms Swine Flu and H1N1 are synonymous and, for this 

year, the term Pandemic Flu refers to the H1N1 strain. 
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Guideline Download and Import  

Summary of how to download and import guidelines 

Detailed instructions for downloading a guideline from the InPS website are given on 

the next page. In summary: 

 On http://www.inps.co.uk/, select My Vision - Guidelines, then right click 

on the guideline to be downloaded and select Save Target As.   

 Save the .exe file to a suitable place on your local machine. 

 It is advisable that the downloaded guideline is in its own folder and not 

mixed with other guidelines.  The unzipped executable will do this for you. 

 Double on the downloaded file and accept the defaults offered. 

 The file will unzip to o:\download\guideline\pandemic 

 The user guide is included in the guideline download.  

 Close the website.  

 In Consultation Manager, select Guidelines – Select Guidelines. Browse to 

the pandemic folder that was created. Click on the Import button and 

select the file just unzipped.  Follow the prompts. 

 Optionally, add your newly imported guideline to your Local Guideline 

Index. 

 Optionally, add a READ code trigger to the guideline so it will be triggered 

for patients. 

 

Note There are separate download instructions for practices using the 

bureau solution on page 3.   

 

Downloading the Guideline - for LAN sites 

1. Go to the In Practice Systems website at www.inps.co.uk. 

2. Go to the My Vision - Guidelines. 

3. Scroll down to find the guideline you want and click on Download 

Guideline.   

4. You can click on Run or Save. 

 If you click on Run, the self-extraction utility will open and you will 

need to confirm each of the prompts. Do not change the folder to 

which the guideline will unzip. This guideline will unzip to 

O:\DOWNLOAD\guidelines\pandemic 

 If you click on Save, save it to any folder on the local drive. 

http://www.inps.co.uk/
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 When it has finished, download any other guidelines you want, at 

the same time, remembering to store each in a separate folder so 

the files do not get mixed.   

5. Download any accompanying User Guide or help files. 

6. Close and exit from the website. 

7. Navigate to where you saved the file 

8. Double-click on the downloaded .exe file which is in self-extracting 

compressed zip format.   

9. At the WinZip Self-Extractor screen, click Unzip.   

10. Do not change the default folder for the unzip. 

Each downloaded guideline consists of a .txt and .htm file and often 

several ~veg*.htm files. You only need actively to import the .txt file. 

The ~veg*.htm files are embedded guidelines within imported 

guidelines.  The reason for keeping guideline separate is so that the 

import can determine which embedded guideline goes with which other 

guideline.  Close when finished. 

11. Click OK at the unzipped successfully message. 

12. Click on Close. 

 

For the process of importing the guideline into Vision, see Importing 

the Guideline on page 6. 

 

Downloading the Guideline - for Bureau Practices 

Bureau practices vary with their group policies, but once logged on, some do not 

have access to Windows Explorer, or a CD-ROM, and cannot browse other drives 

from My Computer.  This necessitates downloading via the Vision Download folder 

icon on the desktop. 

1. Go to the In Practice Systems website at www.inps.co.uk. 

2. Go to the My Vision - Guidelines. 

3. Select the pandemic guideline to download. 

4. Right click on this guideline to be downloaded and select Save Target As 

(see below). 
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5. Navigate to the Vision Download Folder which will be accessible below 

Desktop (see below) and double-click on it. 

 

 

6. You should see a list of folders similar to the following. 

 

 

 

7. If the Guidelines folder does not exist, you should create it by clicking on 

the  icon and renaming the New Folder as Guidelines. 

8. Enter the Guidelines folder (see below) and click on the Create New 

Folder button. 
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9. Rename the new folder with a name appropriate to the Guideline that will 

be saved to this folder - pandemic. 

10. Navigate to the newly-created folder and click on Open to save the 

Guideline to this location. 

11. You should then see a progress bar indicating the percentage of the 

download completed followed by a message indicating Download 

Complete. 

12. When it has finished, download any others you want at the same time, 

remembering to store each in a separate folder so the files do not get 

mixed up. Repeat until you have downloaded all the guidelines you want. 

13. Download any accompanying User Guide or help files. 

14. Close and exit from the website. 

15. Navigate to the downloaded file via the Vision Download Folder icon on the 

desktop. 

 

 

16. Now double-click on the downloaded .exe file which is in self-extracting 

compressed zip format. Type in the full path to the directory you created 

in step 9 and click Unzip. Each downloaded guideline consists of a .txt and 

.htm file and often several ~veg*.htm files. The ~veg*.htm files are 

embedded guidelines within imported guidelines. The reason for keeping 

guidelines separate is so that the import can determine which embedded 

guideline goes with which other guideline. Close when finished. 
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17. For the process of importing the guideline into Vision, see Import 

Guidelines and Reports on page 6. 

 

 

Importing the Guideline 

First follow the steps in the Download section. 

1. In Vision – Consultation Manager, select Guidelines – Select 

Guideline. 

 

 

 

2. Click on Import.   
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3. Find the (pandemic) folder to which the guideline files were downloaded: 

 Non Bureau practices - Browse to select the directory where your 

guideline files are stored (eg the Guidelines\new folder directory you 

created earlier).  You will only see the *.txt file (although there is an 

associated .htm file, you import the .txt file).  Sometimes there is 

more than one .txt file, in which case you highlight and import each in 

turn. 

 Bureau practices need to use the Vision Download folder icon on the 

desktop. 

 

 

 

4. Click on the *txt file to open and a title screen is shown.  Click on Import. 
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5. A Consultation Manager message will now be displayed prompting: The 

Guideline(s) to be imported contain one or more images. At the next stage 

you will be asked to select a directory to store these images. Please note 

that this directory must be accessible by all users of the imported 

Guideline(s)(i.e. it should be a network rather than a local drive). If you 

have imported images before it is likely that the default directory is correct 

and you should accept this. Click on OK. 

 

 

6. Navigate to the pandemic flu folder in O:\download\guidelines and click 

Save.  The import will now start. 

7. When importing has finished, the guideline is opened.   
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8. You can now view or close the guideline . 
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Add guideline to the Local Guideline Index 

You will want everyone in the practice to have access to the newly imported 

guideline.  This can be done by placing it in the Local Guideline index so you can 

select it within the Management tab of the Patient Record.   

1. To display the Local Guideline Index, click on  

2. Click on Design mode  to display a floating toolbar with icons. 

 

 

 

3. If you have not yet created a local guideline index, the text This guideline 

should be edited to create your own practice specific index…line is framed, 

to show it is selected. (You can delete this text later by framing it and 

clicking on ).  Anything you now add will go on the line below.  

4. Click on a line in the index which will appear before the guideline you are 

about to add.  The screenshot below illustrates a Local Guideline Index 

with many guidelines already added. 
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5. Click on the Embed a Guideline icon. .  This displays the Select 

Guideline by Mnemonic screen. 

6. Type in the mnemonic - pandemic - of the newly imported guideline and 

press Enter. 

 

7. Click OK.  

8. Finally, click on Save  and click on Design mode .  

9. Check your new entry is made by clicking on , the Local Guidelines 

Index icon.   
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10. Select a patient, go to the Management tab and try out your new Local 

Guideline Index.   
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Pandemic Flu Guideline details 

Accessing the Guideline 

First select a patient, then click on the Local Guideline Index .  Select Pandemic 

Flu Guideline.   

 

Pandemic Flu Guideline 

Click to expand the first line headed Pandemic Flu Guideline.  This gives contact 

numbers. 

 

Contact / Travel History 

Recent Travel  

History-Add.  Type the country in Comments. 

13X1. Recent foreign travel to:   

 

Pandemic Flu (Communicable Disease) Contact 

There used to be no specific Read Code for contact with Pandemic Flu and a generic 

code was suggested in the previous guideline – these entries will be displayed in the 

line Data recorded prior to the release of specific Pandemic Flu Contact 

codes 

History Add 

65PV. Influenza type A H1N1 subtype close contact 

65PT. Influenza type A H1N1 subtype contact 
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Symptoms 

Entries not dated today may only be viewed in the Journal. 

Symptoms of flu-like illness which might indicate H1N1 viral infection are:  

 Pyrexia =>38C [OR fever] in the last 7 days AND either flu-like 

illness (two or more of the following symptoms: cough, sore throat, 

rhinorrhea, limb/joint pain, headache 

 OR severe community acquired pneumonia 

 

Influenza like symptoms 

16L  Influenza-like symptoms 

Fever 

1652 Feels hot/feverish 

Cough 

171..11 C/O - cough 

Shortness of Breath 

1739 Shortness of breath 

Headache 

1B1G.11 C/O - a headache 

Sore throat 

1C9  Sore throat symptom 

Tiredness 

168 Tiredness symptom 

Aching Muscles 

1DCC Aching muscles 

Chills 

R0060000 [D]Chills with fever 

Sneezing 

1C5 Sneezing symptoms 

Runny nose 

1C83.11 Nose running 

Loss of appetite 

1612.12 Loss of appetite - symptom 

General symptoms NOS 

16ZZ General symptom NOS 
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Examination of patient 

This section is an embedded management plan.  If the patient has existing data, the 

rows with no data will be hidden: 

 

 

To reveal the hidden rows, click on the top left empty cell: 

 

To add an entry, click on the RIGHT-hand cell on the relevant row. 
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Swine 'Flu Adult Community Assessment Tool from DH 

Double clicking on the line Swine Flu Adult Community Assessment Tool from 

DH will open a new guideline. Click on Close  to return to the main Pandemic Flu 

guideline. 

The assessment tool should be used during a pandemic to assist with the decision as 

to whether a sick febrile adult with flu-like illness needs referral to the nearest 

general hospital Emergency Department. The majority of adults are expected to be 

managed in the community. 

Respiratory failure, shock, heart failure and encephalopathy are the most likely 

modes of presentation in adults suffering from severe infection.  

 
Criteria 

label  
REFER ADULTS TO THE NEAREST GENERAL HOSPITAL EMERGENCY 
DEPARTMENT IF THEY PRESENT WITH ANY OF THE FOLLOWING 

A 

Severe respiratory distress - Severe breathlessness, e.g. unable to 
complete sentences in one breath. 
Use of accessory muscles, supra-clavicular recession, tracheal tug or feeling 
of suffocation 

B  
Increased respiratory rate measured over at least 30 seconds. Over 30 
breaths per minute.  

C  
Oxygen saturation ≤92% on pulse oximetry, breathing air or on 
oxygen Absence of cyanosis is a poor discriminator for severe illness.  

D  
Respiratory exhaustion New abnormal breathing pattern, e.g. alternating 

fast and slow rate or long pauses between breaths.  

E  Evidence of severe clinical dehydration or clinical shock  
Systolic blood pressure <90mmHg and/or diastolic blood pressure 
<60mmHg.  

Sternal capillary refill time >2 seconds, reduced skin turgor 

F  Altered conscious level New confusion, striking agitation or seizures.  

G  
Causing other clinical concern to their own GP or clinical team e.g. a 
rapidly progressive or an unusually prolonged illness.  

 

Further information  

 The tool is designed to support and empower all healthcare 

professionals working in difficult circumstances with limited 

resources but does not supersede a decision by an experienced 

clinician about whether, when or where to refer an adult.  

 The assessment applies to all adults aged 16 years or over and is 

independent of any prior or existing medical condition.  

 Fever alone is not used as a criterion for referral as it is a poor 

discriminator for severe illness.  

 Difficulty in self care indicates a need for assessment but is not by 

itself a good measure of severe illness or need for hospital 

admission. Referral to a community-based support facility may be 

suitable.  

 When referral is not indicated, a copy of the home care advice 

leaflet should be provided, with encouragement to seek medical 

advice again should the adult’s condition deteriorate.  
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 Every assessment should include a record of the time of 

assessment and time of onset of illness. Referrals must include the 

criteria label(s) to assist with the treatment of adults on arrival at 

hospital.  

The Swine Flu Adult Community Assessment Tool is endorsed by: The Royal College 

of General Practitioners, The Royal College of Physicians, The Royal College of 

Nursing, The College of Emergency Medicine, The Directors of Clinical Care of UK 

Ambulance Trusts and The British Medical Association. 

 

 

Specific H1N1 Diagnosis codes  

In the latest update Quarter 3 (Q3) 2009 Read Codes, there are some new diagnostic 

codes for Pandemic H1N1 Influenza diagnosis. (Note that at the time of writing, most 

practices are still using Quarter 1 2009). 

These codes are not currently included in ANY of the data collection tools in Scotland, 

Wales or NI. 

The codes are: 

1J72. Suspected influenza A virus subtype H1N1 infection 

1W0.. Possible influenza A virus H1N1 subtype 

H2A..  Influenza due to Influenza A virus subtype H1N1  

 

Lab tests for Influenza A can now be recorded with two new codes: 

4J3L. Influenza A virus H1N1 subtype detected 

4J3M. Influenza A virus H1N1 subtype NOT detected 
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Data Required for Scotland 'Flu Collection 

Information will be collected and extracted from Scottish GP Systems relating to the 

monitoring of 'flu in Scotland.  INPS have written the tools to extract and send this 

data.  Go to the INPS website www.inps.co.uk - My Vision - Downloads - Scotland 

which will detail how to handle this, together with its user guide. 

The CMO will advise practices to record each case of potential or suspected 'flu like 

illness with a specific Read code H27 Influenza.  This will be used in addition to any 

other Read codes resulting from a patient encounter, including those the practice 

may usually use, for example, to record acute respiratory infection. 

Patients with either permanent and temporary registration statuses will be 

considered. 

 

Suspected Flu 

H27 Influenza 

This code will be required for Scotland 'Flu Collection.  This will count any patient 

with the code H27 Influenza in their record entered recently, regardless of whether 

or not they have another ILI (Influenza like illness) or ARI (Acute Respiratory Illness) 

code. 

 

Diagnosis of Influenza like illness (ILI) 

This code will be required for Scotland 'Flu Collection.  The CMO has identified a 

number of Read codes that will be used to signify an Influenza like illness, and will be 

collected from sites in the daily reporting.   

 

Read code Term 

F030A  Encephalitis due to influenza-virus identified 

F0308 Encephalitis due to influenza-specific virus not 

identified 

G5203 Acute myocarditis - influenzal 

H27% Influenza 

H2y.. Influenza with other manifestations 

H2z.. Pneumonia or influenza NOS 

Hyu04 [X]Influenza with other respiratory manifestations, 

influenza virus identified 

Hyu05 [X]Influenza with other manifestations, influenza virus 

identified 

Hyu06 [X]Influenza with other respiratory manifestations, 

virus not identified 

Hyu07 [X]Influenza with other manifestations, virus not 

identified 

http://www.inps.co.uk/
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Diagnosis of Acute Respiratory Illness (ARI) 

The CMO has identified a number of Read codes that will be used to signify an Acute 

Respiratory Illness (ARI) and will be collected from sites in the daily reporting. 

 

Read code Term 

H0% Acute respiratory infections 

H2%  Pneumonia and influenza 

H30% Bronchitis unspecified 

H3y0. Chronic obstruct pulmonary dis with acute lower resp 

infection 

H3y1. Chronic obstruct pulmonary dis with acute exacerbation 
unspec  

Hyu0% [X]Acute upper respiratory infections 

Hyu1% [X]Other acute lower respiratory infections 

 

ARI excluding Asthma patients 

Patients with one of the ARI Read codes entered during the period of the report and 

without one or more of the following codes for asthma (entered at any time) would 

be included in the ARI excluding asthma category. 

 

Read code Term 

H33.. Asthma                                                                                                                                                                                                 

H330. Extrinsic (atopic) asthma                                                                                                                                                                              

H3300 Extrinsic asthma without status asthmaticus                                                                                                                                                            

H3301 Extrinsic asthma with status asthmaticus                                                                                                                                                               

H330z Extrinsic asthma NOS                                                                                                                                                                                   

H331. Intrinsic asthma                                                                                                                                                                                       

 H3310 Intrinsic asthma without status asthmaticus                                                                                                                                                            

 H3311 Intrinsic asthma with status asthmaticus                                                                                                                                                               

 H331z Intrinsic asthma NOS                                                                                                                                                                                   

 H332. Mixed asthma                                                                                                                                                                                           

 H333. Acute exacerbation of asthma                                                                                                                                                                           

 H334. Brittle asthma                                                                                                                                                                                         

 H33z. Asthma unspecified                                                                                                                                                                                     

 H33z0 Status asthmaticus NOS                                                                                                                                                                                 

 H33z1 Asthma attack                                                                                                                                                                                          

 H33z2 Late-onset asthma                                                                                                                                                                                      

 H33zz Asthma NOS                                                                                                                                                                                             

14B4. H/O: Asthma 
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Read code Term 

1O2.. Asthma confirmed 

1J70. Suspected asthma 

H47y0 Detergent asthma 

173c. Occupational asthma 

1780. Aspirin induced asthma 

173A. Exercise induced asthma 

8H2P. Emergency admission, asthma 

H3120 Chronic asthmatic bronchitis 

U60F6 [X] Adverse reaction to theophylline – asthma 

 

Where a patient has a Read code(s) signifying they have had asthma resolved with a 

date later than the asthma code, they would not count as asthmatic, thus would be 

including in the count for ARI excluding asthma patients: 

212G Asthma resolved 

21262 Asthma resolved 
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Data required for rapid Surveillance of Influenza in Wales using 
Audit+ 

Wales are doing some similar data collection using Audit+.  There is a link to the 

website with all the up-to-date information about the collection of flu data for Wales 

plus a few buttons to give quick access to some of the suggested Read Codes that 

will be collected. 
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Treatment / Advice 

Advice regarding anti-virals from DH 

If patient fulfils criteria for sampling, then they should also start antivirals. 

Standard adult doses: 

oseltamivir capsules 75 mg bd for 5 days (age 13 and over) 

zanamir 10mg bd for 5 days 

Please check BNF for dosage in children. 

 

Contact your local HPU for advice on the local arrangements for the supply of 

antivirals for the patient in the current situation. 

 

Advice given 

677B Advice about treatment given 

 

Treatment 

To prescribe, double click on an anti-viral from the list below and follow the on-

screen instructions.  Note that you may add your prescription to the preferred list.  

Press the [F9] key to issue and [F9] again to print or go to Therapy - Script-s and 

click on the Printer icon. 
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Immunisations 

The DoH has ordered Pandemic Influenza vaccination from Baxter (CELVAPAN) and 

GSK (PANDEMRIX). These will be delivered to GP surgeries by the PCT.  

 Celvapan vaccine is advised to be given as 2 doses separated by 3 

weeks. The Baxter (CELVAPAN) vaccine, does not use eggs in its 

production and so would be suitable for people who have a 

confirmed anaphylactic reaction to egg products.  

 Pandemrix requires a single dose for most people. However, those 

aged 10 and over with immuno-suppression require two doses 3 

weeks apart.  The GSK vaccine (Pandemrix) is not suitable for 

people who have an anaphylactic reaction (allergic reaction) to egg. 

The vaccine can be administered at the same time as Seasonal Flu to those patients 

who are in the at-risk groups for both immunisations.  

For children aged six months to less than 10 years old, half the adult dose (i.e. 

0.25ml rather than 0.5ml) is recommended with two doses three weeks apart. 

In order to give practices the ability to record the vaccination prior to the release of 

the specific Read Codes in Q3 2009, a generic entry has been provided in the 

immunisation structured data area of Vision. This was changed in DLM 286 when 

INPS were informed that the supplier of the vaccine should be recorded.  In DLM 

295, when the specific Read Codes for the vaccines were released, a further change 

to Vision was made to add these codes to the Immunisation database. For details, 

see the sections below. 

ALL entries will count for the HPA reporting audit (see Pandemic flu on page 1). 

 

All pandemic influenza vaccination given last 12 months 

This will display ALL vaccination codes used in the last 12 months whether given in 

the practice or by other Health Care professionals. 

 

Note that practices with the Read dictionary 2009,Quarter 1 (Q1) will 

file flu from the Immunisation SDA under 65E3 and 65E4, provided 

they have DLM 290.  After the installation of Read dictionary 2009, 

Quarter 3 (Q3) and DLM 295, new Read codes have been added to 

cover pandemic flu immunisations.  The following sections give more 

details. 

 

Use this ONLY if you have anything prior to DLM 290 installed 

Pandemic Read codes which exist in Read Q1 2009: 

65E0. 1st Pandemic influenza vaccination,  

65E1. 2nd Pandemic Influenza Vaccination 
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Use this ONLY if you have DLM 290 installed 

Pandemic Read codes which exist in Read Q1 2009: 

65E0. 1st Pandemic influenza vaccination,  

65E1. 2nd Pandemic Influenza Vaccination 

65E3. 1st pandemic influenza vacc give by other healthcare providr 

65E4. 2nd pandemic influenza vacc give by other healthcare providr 

From DLM 290 remember to choose the Manufacturer as GSK or Baxter from 

the immunisation picking list.   

 

Use this ONLY if you have at least DLM 295 installed AND Q3 / 2009 Read 
Codes 

New pandemic flu Read Codes released in Quarter 3 2009, which will not be 

incorporated into the Vision Immunisation SDA until DLM 295: 

65E5. CELVAPAN - first influenza A (H1N1v) 2009 vaccination given, 

65E6, CELVAPAN - second influenza A (H1N1v) 2009 vaccination given. 

65E7. CELVAPAN - 1st flu A (H1N1v) 2009 vacc by othr hlth provider, 

65E8. CELVAPAN - 2nd flu A (H1N1v) 2009 vacc by othr hlth provider, 

65E9. PANDEMRIX - first influenza A (H1N1v) 2009 vaccination given, 

65EA. PANDEMRIX - second influenza A (H1N1v) 2009 vaccination give, 

65EB. PANDEMRIX - 1st flu A (H1N1v) 2009 vac by othr hlth provider, 

65EC. PANDEMRIX - 2nd flu A (H1N1v) 2009 vac by othr hlth provider,  

 

Leaflets 

Click on one of the following 

 Pandemic Flu Immunisation Information Leaflet (PDF) 

 Swine Flu Information Leaflet (pdf) 

 HPA Standard Practical advice for investigation individuals with 

possible swine influenza infection (pdf) 

 WHO Pandemic Alert Phase 5: Actions and post exposure 

prophylaxis for close contacts (pdf) 
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Useful Information Links and Remote Solutions 

Those with remote solutions with no direct internet access, click on the green text in 

the guideline and copy (Control - C), open Internet Explorer and paste (Control-V) in 

the address area.  

Directory 

http://www.direct.gov.uk/swinflu 

HPA 

http://www.hpa.org.uk 

NHS UK Choices 

http://www.nhs.uk/conditions/pandemic-flu/pages/introduction.aspx 

NHS 24 Scotland 

http://www.nhs24.com/content 

NI. Direct 

http://www.nidirect.gov.uk 

NHS Direct Wales 

http://nhsdirect.wales.nhs.uk 

 

 


