Transfer patients between GPs within the practice

Summary: 

· Removal of Bulk Transfer from Registration - Transfer in DLM 186

· If patients are to be transferred between GPs, use Partnership Reallocation instead if you have DLM 185 or subsequent downloads

Details:

When a partner leaves the practice, their patients need to be transferred to or shared between other GPs.  

There have previously been two ways to do this in England and Wales within Vision Registration – Bulk Transfer or Partnership Reallocation.  In essence, these were similar processes with one crucial difference - Bulk Transfer changed the Acceptance or Registration Date of the patient to the date the transfer was carried out plus one day.  Partnership Reallocation, on the other hand, retained the patient’s original registration date with the practice.

Example:

Patient registered on 02.05.96 with Dr A.  Dr A retires on 01.07.04 and all her patients are to be transferred to Dr B on 02.07.04.

· Running Bulk Transfer on 01.07.04 meant that the patient had a new registration date of 02.07.04, not taking into account the previous eight years spent registered with the practice.

· Running Partnership Reallocation on 02.07.04 meant the patient retained 02.05.96 as the registration date.

The nGMS Contract and QMAS are not happy with changes in registration date within the practice. The assumption is that the patient registration date would be fixed when a patient registered at a practice.  When checking against the Patient Registration Date for the clinical business rulesets for the nGMS Contract, it is necessary to identify the correct Patient Registration Date, ie the start date for the most recent period of registration with the practice.
For this reason, following DLM 186, Bulk Transfer is no longer selectable from the Transfer menu in Registration because it changes the patient's registration date.  Patient transfer in these circumstances will now be solely by Partnership Reallocation.  

While you are still on DLM 185, please make sure you use Partnership Reallocation and not Bulk Transfer.

Note that the other Bulk Transfer options remain operational (Bulk Transfer by TP download, Bulk Transfer - deduct patients, Buk Transfer - usual GP)

Note too that re-registration is not affected by this:

Example:

Patient registered with the Doctor Y at Practice 1 on 02.09.03.
Patient transferred our from Doctor Y at Practice 1 on 06.07.04 and registered with Doctor Q at Practice 2 on 07.07.04.

Patient transferred out from Doctor Q at Practice 2 on 01.09.04 and re-registered with Doctor Y at Practice 1 on 02.09.04

 The correct Registration Date to use for Patient B at Practice 1 is 02.09.04 (N.B. currently registered at Practice 1)

The correct Registration Date to use for Patient B at Practice 2 is 07.07.04 (N.B. not currently registered at Practice 2)
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